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However, in the time when I met with failure, not only the
Manchu Government and the majority of the Chinese people
hated me, but all my friends and relatives reviled me, calling me
bad names, such as prodigal, etc. Those who had the reputation
of being heroes or upright men kept themselves away from me,
and dared not to mention the name " Sun Wen." Later on, when
the standard was raised at Wu-Han (Wuchang), and the Han
Family was restored, I, who returned to my own country without
achieving anything, met welcome from every side. The sound of
applause resounded from the south to the north, and I met with a
cordial reception everywhere. Finally, I was entrusted with the
august responsibility of Provisional President. At this time every
one thought that I, Wen, was at the zenith of my glory. However,
they failed to see that I was very much ashamed of myself.
Therefore, after the consolidation of the South and the North, I
determined to retire. I therefore recommended Mr. Yuan to be
Provisional President. I knew very well the political experience
of Mr. Yuan ; therefore I recommended him without hesitation.
I left my mother-country at a very early age, and had never served
with Mr. Yuan ; therefore I had not any grudge against him. Had
I been jealous of his ability, I would not have recommended him
to this responsible post. This was apparent to the whole world,
which knows very well the above facts. My friend, am I not
speaking the truth ? This letter of mine is only intended to show
my heart to you, and I am not like a lawyer, trying to defend the
cause of his clients.

You may demand, Why then are you against Mr. Yuan, while
you have professed to have confidence in him ? This is not the
case; I am not at all against Mr. Yuan, but Mr. Yuan has been
against the Republic. The nature and principle of the Republic
is equality, but the policy of Mr. Yuan is despotism. The laws of
the Republic are just and fair, but the measures adopted by Mr.
Yuan are unjust and unfair. With regard to his appointment of
officials, it is only intended for his protege's. With regard to the
organization of the army, he expends the public money in order
to collect together men who would serve him individually. With
regard to his orders, they are no less than the edicts of an emperor.
There are many other things which we have no time to enumerate.
All those who are at variance with his will will be driven away.
In fine, the policy of the administration of Mr. Yuan is despotism.
There is no doubt that he has great ability, deep knowledge, and
rich experience, but all of them are the old stuff of the despotic
age unsuitable for the civilized age of the new administration of
the Republic. Therefore, when I am against Mr. Yuan, I am against
his policy, and not against Mr. Yuan himself individually. Mr.
Yuan is still my friend. The reason that I have tried to do what